Petition of John Maher.

ADJOURNMENT.

At 10.45 p.m. the Houwse adjovrned until
4,30 p.m. on Thurgday, July 25th.

Fegisintive Assembly,

Thursday, 25th July, 1895,

Petition of John Ifaher—dAppointinent, Sulary cto.
of Mr. Edwards as veterinary surgeon—Loan
Act, 1891, Re-Appropriation Bifl; third read-
tug—Municipel Lastitutions Bill: Commitice's
veport ; New Sub-clouse—Customs Luties Repeal
Bl : in Comaeittee; Comwmittee’'s Report—Ad-
Jourwmend.

THE BSPEAKER took the chair at £.30
o’clock, p.m.

Peavers.

PETITION OF JOHN MAHER.

Mg, WOQD: T would like to ask, Mr.
Speaker, whether this is the proper time for
me to present a petition given into my hauds.

'Taee SPEAKER: Yes; but may I ask
whether the petition is the one the hon. mem-
ber spoke to me about the other day, and
which T told him could not be received becanse
it was not 1n order.

Mg, WQOD: [tis on the same subject, Sir,
but the objectionable portions have been
taken out. The petition does not now con-
tuin any reflection upon the Legislature.

Tue SPEAKER : It was distinctly oul of
order.

Mig. WOOD: I have seen to that, Mr.
Speaker. 'T'he petition is from John Maher,
and I ntove that it be read.

The motion being agreed to, the Clerk read
the petition, which prayed for redress for loss
snstained in connection with the contract for
the Government buildings, and asked for an
enquiry into the alleged unfair troatment
meted out to petitioner by the supervisor of
the said contract.

Tur SPEAKER: This petition is most
distinctly not in order, for the simple reason
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that the only redrvess the petitioner prayed
for would be the grunting of some monetary
compensation. [ can see no other form of
redress he could have. I am decidedly of
opinion that the petition cannot be received
by this House.

Mg. WOOD : He could obtain some redress
on a report from a commnittee,

Tux SPEAKER : Only us o recommendation
from the Govermor. It would have to be
brought before the House in the same way as
any ordinary vote.

Mr. MORAN :
petition—

Tae SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
be in order in speaking on the petition now. It
appears to me that all the petitioner can be
secking for is o monetary compensation ; that
is ull he can be wunting. 'I'bis may be an
attempt to obtain a monetary compensation by
# gide wind.

Mzs. WOOD : The petition speaks for itself,

Tue SPEAKER : What result can the
petitioner posribly wani unless it is monetary
compensation.

Mr. WOOD : That will vest with a com-
mittee.

Tue SPEAKER : A committee should not
recommend monetary compensation being
given him without the recommendation of the
Governor.

Me. MORAN : I do not think bhe wanisa
monetary cowmpensation.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forreat): He
may only want this man dismissed. .

Tur SPEAKER: I believe the man has
been dismissed alrendy.

Tup PREMIER: I have not heard of him
hefore.

Mg. WOOD : I believe this is really a hard
case. I had » deputation from the Contractor’s
Asgsociation to-day, and from what [ wasin-
formed the contractor who now petitions

I know a little nbout this

1 this House did suffer greatly irom the general

tyranuy exercised over him by this officinl.
There is no doubt also that be suffered con-
sidernble monetary losa.

Tas PREMIER: Is the man complained of
in the service at the present time?

M. WOOD : T do not know.

Tue SPEAKER: This petition does scem to
mo to be an attowpt to obtain by a side wind
what the petitioner could not obtain if he pro-
ceeded openly.

Me. WOOD: Yuu will recollect, Mr. Speaker,
that I showed yon the draft of this petition.
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Tue SPEAKER: Yes, and I said that it ' and transport while travelling on duty,

could not be received. To my mind it iz an
endeavor to secure, by a side wind, compensa-
tion, when the proper course to pursue would
be to obtain a recommendation from the
Governor that the matter should he considered
Thero should be no difficulty in petting
this if the facts of the case are as stated.

Mg. WOOD : I am entirely in the hands of
the House.

Tue SPEAXKER : Tho man has his remedy
if he has suffered an injustice. He can bring
an aclion.

MEe. WOOD : The terms of the contruct would
prevent him doing that. Besides that, the
Engineer-in-Chief has to give a final decision,
and T need not say that decision was not likely
to be adverse to the depsrtment. The only
way te get the grievauncae discussed is by bring-
ing it before the House,

Tue SPEAKER : If the petitioner sought
for no compensation it might be a differcnt
thiug, but his petition,in the present form, can.
not be allowed.

Mg, WOOD : ITpresume that the present
informality will not prevent iny bringing the
mather up on another oecasion.

'T'ur SPEAKER: Certainly not, so long as
the redress sought is not a monetary compen-
sation.

M=z, WOOD : I will bow to the devisicn and
let the watter stand ever, but I do not pro-
pose to let it rest.

THE SPEAKER : The petition, as itis ab
present, is not only against the Parlismentory
practice but the Standing Orders as well.

THE GOVERNMENT VETERINARY
BURGEON,

Me. MOSS, for Mg. Georer, in accord-
ance with notice,asked the Premier.—-

(») What was the natuve of the appoint-
ment held by Mr. H. H. Edwards, Govern-
ment Veterinary Surgeon.

(2} Whethersuch appointment was gazeited
and when,

() What were the duties of the position.

() What was the asalary attuched to the
position, and what were the privileges, if any,

(¢) Whether private practice wus perwitted,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
as follows :—

{a} Mr. H. H, Edwards has been nppointed
Government Veterinary Surgeon for two years
from 1st April, 1895, with sulary at rate o:
£300 a year, und an allowsance of 1565 u day

except between Perth and Fremantle, and
Guildford, when he receives ¥s. 6d. o day and
actual rail fare. Mr. Edwards has to reside in
Perth, and to perform all Government busi-
ness for his snlary.

(b) Ne.

(£) Auswered in reply to (a.)

(d) Answered in reply to (a.)

(¢) Private practico is permitted.

LOAN ACT 1891 RE-APPROPRIATION RILL.

Bill read o third time and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislutive Couneil.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.

The Commitiee’s repor. on this Bill wus
received, the amendwents made in comnmnitiee
agreed $0, and the report was adopted.

New sub-clauae.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hen 8.
Burt) moved *'Fhat the following sub-clunse
be added to Clanse 146 :—(2) Nothing in
* The Roonds Act, 1888, or any By-laws mude
“ therounder, before or ufter the passing of
“ this Act, ehall interfere with or restrict the
* gxercise by n Municipal Conueil as a Local
“ Board of Health of the powers .conferred by
“ Sgetion 94 of “ r'he Public Heulth Act, 1886."
The hon. gentleman explained tlat the only
reason for the praposnl consisted in the fack
that some of the Roads Boards were preventing
municipalities from proceeding over the Ronds
under the control of the Board in order to
deposib night soil ak places fixed by the Cen-
tral Board of Health. Some wunicipalities
had to go out of fheir own boundaries to
deposit nightsoil, nnd were often met with
dificulties placed in their wuy by the Rouds
Boards. This sub-section wounldtuke away any
power to interfere with municipalities in this
direction. ‘l'he grounds upon which the Roads
Boards intarfered were generslly that the
depositing of night goil in places under their
econtrol was likely to prove n nuisance, but
when it was recollected thaut the sites were
approved of by the Governor-in-Couneil it
could easily be seen that no real nuisance could
exist.

Mg, KANDELL said he was glnd the proposal
had been mnde. It waspossible that atsome tine
the City of Perth would be surrounded by
municipalities and, in the alsence of sowe pro-
vigion such as this, would be unable to obtain
any means of getting out of their Lounduries
to nightseil depdts.
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Mg. A. FORREST thought the proposal a
good one. The necessity for it was shown in
the case of the City Council of Perth. There
two different Roads Boards nctually refused
to allow the Corpeoration carts to travel over
their roads with the refuse,although it was
not to be depousited in any place where it
could possibly prove a nuisance.

Question put and passed, and the sub-clause
added to the Bill,

CUBTOMS DUTIES REPEAL BILL.

IN COMMEITEE.

Covsideration in committee was resnmed.

Schedule ;

Mg. RANDELL wished to know when o
could move thit “ axles ” be placed on the free
list? He found the word was in the turiff list,
but not in the schedule as furnished hy the
Collector of Customs.

Tae PREMIER (Houn. Sir J. Forrest}
pointed out there were many items in the
Customs list thut wery not in the Tnriff Act.

Mr. RANDELL said he wight move to in-
clude “ axles” in the free list under * Carriage-
muleers’ materials,”

Mr. A. FORREST suggested that the
Scheduale of the Bill should be dealt with fiest,
and any additions could be comsidered after-
wards.

Ttem—Arrowroot, sago, tapioca, cornflour,
nad other furinnceons foods, N.0.E. :

Agraecd to.

Ltein—Atlases, Maps, Charts, nnd Globes:

Me. RANDELL asked how much revenue
these items realized last year.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied about one pound.

Agreed to.

[tem—Bags and sacks, includiag corn and
four sacks, gunny bags, ore bags, und hag-
ging in the piece for wool bules and sacks.
Blankets and rugs:

Agreed to.

Item—Cocoa and Chocolate, N.0.E. :

Me. ILLINGWORTH said these Lhings
should not be placed on the free list, Lecuuse
they were matters of absolute luxury. It
was not in the interests of the community to
place them there. The committee had to deul
with matters of abselute necessity, and should
be prepared to strike off items of absolute
laxury.

'ee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he had not regarded themn ws items of luxury;
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they were in common use among the people.
The object of the Governwent had heen to
cnable the people to enjoy these thinga.

Mr. LEAKE said cocon and chocolate were
used a great denl in the country, and particu-
larly on the goldfields. He hud mever heard
of o man having u carousal on cocos. Hore-
garded it rather as a necessity than u luxury,
and, as the duty was very small, he thought
they wight placo these articles on the free
list.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, B. Richardson) said they were not
luxuries, People in a delicate state of health
used them us mattersof diet, because they were
so ensily digested. ‘Those persons who could
not take (ea ut all, found these things a
neeessity, and not a luxury.

Me. LEFROY said there might be n dis-
tinction 1ade, and duty could be charged
where chocolute wus used as conlectionery.
If it were right to take the duby off tea, it was
also right tu take it off cocoa.

Mg, PIESSE said that in placing cocox and
chocolate npon tha schedule the Government
had scted very wisely. Thev should encourage
the use of these things, He did not believe
they were mere luxuries, und they were
certainly used very largely ut present. He
would support all the items on the schedule
that tended te give a useful article of food to
the people chenply.

Mr WOOD chjected to these things being
putb on the free list, becnuse he knew a factory
wng about to be started in Perth within a
few daya.

Mr. CLARKSON said if the hon. member
for Nannine travelled a little more about the
country he would see that the people drank
cocoa rather than tea. He waa surprised that
the hon. member, who was a teetotaller, did
not encourage the use of these articles.

Mer. GEORGE said ¢ocoa was an abscluie
necessity and not a luxury. Chocolate, which
was a geth of confection, might be a luxury,
but not sv vocoa. He hoped that if chocvlate
was struck off, cocoa would be put on the
free list.

Mr. JAMES did not agree with the argu-
ments of the hon, member for the Wurrny.
Hon. membera knew very well the coena con-
sumed in the colony was wot wmade in the
finished state where it was grown. He saw
no reason why cocoz maoufactories aslould
not be established in the colony. He knew,
on the hest authority, that machinery was
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already on its way out for the establishment
of o factory in the colony. Cocoa nibs were
imported into England for manufacture, and
he did not see why the nibs could not be im-
ported hero for use in o Eactory. It was wiser
to protect an industry in ite inception than
to do it afterwarde. As there were ec many
items that might be included in the list, upon
which they ¢ould alt agree, he did not sec why
any should be inserted upon which there was
a dissentient voice.

Mp. SIMPSON hoped the Ministry would
stick to their proposal, und put cocon upon the
free list. I'he proposul sheuld recommend
itself to every member of the House. It wonld
be time cnough to talk about protecting in-
dustries when they were nctunlly established.

Mr. HASSKELL said these articles were ot
luxuries, and he would vote for their being
put in the free list,

Mg ILLINGWORTIH contended thal as
the nibs were grown in Ceylon, o distance of
only ten daye” sail, the finished product could
casily Le manufavtured in this colony.

Question put and passed.

[tem—Cocon in slabs—coffee, ruw :

Agreod to.

Ttein —Copper—wire, rod and sheet:

Mir. GEOBGE moved as an amendiment that
the words “and ingot™ be added to the item.
If the manufuctured article were ndmitted
free, it would be inconsistent to tax the raw
waterial.

Amendwent put and passed.

Item as awmcended agreed to.

Itein—Cream separators:

Mg. GEORGE asked if this item included
the useful nrticle commonly called @ “churn.”

Tue Premier: No.

Mr. GEORGE pointed oub that a crenm
separator was only an iraproved kiud of churn.
fle did noti see why a churn should have to be
paid for ut the rate of 15 per cent. duty, when
agricaitural implements were adwitted ot §
percent. He hoped the amomaly would be
explained.

Mi. HARPER moved, as an amendment,
that the words * und parts thereof” ho ndded
to the item. MHe said parts of separutors
were in conmstant demand, as they needed
repewil very frequently. IF separators werve
ndmitted free, the parts should also bhe ad-
milted free. Hov supported the hon. memler
for the Murray, becaused the modern improved
geparators embraced the idea of a churn. The
whole operation of hutter-making wowld soon
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be done in one act; and so it was quite pos-
sible that, before long, the churn would become
practieally obgolete. He hoped the Govern-
ment would accept the amendment,

Tyx PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he hud no objection to add the words “ and
parts thereof,” but he did not think they
noeded to udd the word “ churn.,” Churns had
been made in the colony, so his friend the
Commissioner of Ruilways Lold him, and they
were not difticult to make. He sow not the
slightest venson why churns should not be
made in the colouy.

Me. GEORGE usked who in the colony
cotild malkee churns? He had tried for years,
und could not find one solitury cooper in the
pince. He did net think there was one in
Perth,

The COMMISSIONER OF BAILWAYS
(Hon, 3. W. Venn) snid he had had them
wade on his oan premises. Any ordinary
carpenter could make a churn. He thought
the ttem should Le left us it wns, as churns
could easily be wanufactured in the colony.

Me. HARPER said the churns now in use
were only cmployed in cottage daivies. Two
brands of churns were now coming into uni-
versul nse, which were made on & greatly im.
provedseale, and combined a cream separabtor
in their construction. These might be brought
in ng cream separators, and it was therefore
desirable to guard against nny anowaly.

The amendment to add “ and parts thereof ”
was agreed to.

Tue CHATRMAN &aid the hon. member
could wmove the addition of the word * churn”
to the itein when the schedule was passed.

Ltem—Iron wire netting, iron and steel fene-
ing wire, stondards and staples :

Mpr. GEORGE moved the omission of the
word " standards,” us those articles could
be manufactured in the colony, and at
his foundry. The Committec shonld support
a local industry by striking the word
» gtundards ™ out.

Me. B. F. SHOLL said he was inclined to
to tnink that the hon. member for the Murray
was using his position s a member of the
House to advertise his foundry. Very little
fencing would be done if the hon. member’s
firm had to be depended upon to wake stand-
ards, as they had not the machinery to do the
work.

Mg. GEORGE said he objected to the hon.
mewmber posing as an authority on thisaubject,
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There were several manufacturers in this city
who could supply this article.

Mi. CONNOR said he thought it was
possibly to raise a revenue on cheap advertise-
ments in this House.

Me. JAMES said a revenne could also be
derived from attempted jolies, ns well as from
chewp ndverisements. It must be recognised
that in order to foster local indnstries ab fiest,
a little more would have to be paid for the
articles, At present there was a very henvy
duty on flour, and also a Stock Tax, and he
supposed as much was paid for flour and meat
#8 would be paid were the duty not imposed
on those axticles. Tron and wire nebting were
allowed to go on the free lisk.  So why should
not stundards go on? He wanted to arrive at
some principle that would ba & guide in deul-
ing with tho flour tax and the Stock Tux.
To be o consistent Protectionist he wus pre-
pared to support that on flour,and, in the same
way, he favored the ratention of the tux on
standurds in order not to injure any industry.

Mu. HOOLEY suid he was satisfied that the
hon. member for the Murray could not com-
vete with the forcign warket in the manu-
facture of standards, and it wonld require o 20
per cent. duty to properly protect the indostry.
Sowe few years ago a local firm imported a
pumber of standards, and oun their arrival it
was found that they required to be punched
with extre holes. No firm in Fremantle contd
be found to do the work, whichk would have
cost more to do than o Linport u fresh lot.

Mr. MARMION said he could endorse
what the hon. member for the Murchisen had
said.

Mg. CLARKSON said too wuch time had
being wasted over this paltry matter. .

Mg. GEQRGE said the dificulty referred to
by the hon. member for the Murchison and
the hon. mwember for Fremantle was caused
through local firms not having been encournged
in the industry. Skilled labor wos not re-
quired for the work of punchiny staudards, as
it could be done by hoys.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said the duty
of 3 per cenb. at present chargeable on
standards would mnever assist the indusiry

in this colony. The hon. member's
proposal was mennt simply to hamper
the industry, withont doing his own

firm noy good. The object in taking off the
duty on standurds was to enconrage the im-
provement and cultivation of the land by
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fencing. He knew from experience that the
articles could be imported cheaper thun they
conld be produced in the colony.

Mg. LOTON said it was strange, if standards
could be produced heve, that sowme monuwfac-
turers did not start to do so. The whole of
the items used for fencing,including wice nett-
ing, &c., only contributed ahout £700 to the
revenue in duty lust year: A 5 per cent. duty
would not protect loenl industries, and he
would rather see the items rewain in the
Turiff,

Me. SOLOMON said that as only £700 was
coliected in duty on these articles lnst year, the
hon. member should allow them to go on the
free list.

Mi. CLARKSON suid he desived to ask if
the hon. mewmber for the Murray was right in
using his position in the House ns n means of
advancieg his business.

Tue CHATRMAN gvid the hon, member’s
conduct had not been unparlinmentary.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. LOTON moved to add the word
“droppers” after the word * stundards.” He
said his object was to prevent certain articles
from being imported under another nnme,
in order to evadc the duty.

Amendment agreed to.

Me. GEORGE moved to add the words “ for
fencing only” at the end of the item. Hesaid
he was anxious not to nfiord any opportunity
for any ingenious evasions of the Act.

Amendment agreed to.

Me. RANDELL said he thought the words
just added would apply to the other items of
a similar character. It was surely not ine
tended that wire netting should be invoiced
as for fencing.

Mir. LEFROY moved to insert after the
words “ steel fencing wirve ¥ the words “ and
ulso.” '

THE CHAIRMAN aaud that strictly speak-
ing the words could not now be ndded, but ssa
matter of explanation he could put them in.

The item ns umended so s to read * Iron
wire netting, iron and steel fencing wire,
and also standards, droppers and staples for
fencirg only,” was put and passed.

Lead—sheet and piy :

Me. GEORGE snggested that lead piping
should also be placed on the free list, ns it was
not likely to he munufactured in the colony.

Tue PRLMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) said
the desire of the Government was to admit
raw materials free, but that piping was a
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manufactured article. If lend piping were
admitted frec, other kinds of piping should
180 Le admitted free.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words * tin, Jead, and scrap
be inserted ufter the word *sheet” He snid
o large quantity was imported, and the duty
doubled the price.

Amendinent put and passed, nnd the item,
ns amended, agreed to.

Molasses and golden syrup :

Agreed to.

Qil, mioeral : |

Mg, JAMES moved, as an amendment, that |
the words ~ and cocoanut” be wdded to the
item.  Several soap and candle factories used
coconnut oil, and would uee it more largely if
admitbed free of duty, becnuse this vil would
then be used for makivg o supertor kind ol
sonp und cundles.

Mg. CLARKSON obhjected to any incrense
in the scliedule, because this was not un
opportune Lime for reducing the daty on
cocoanut oil, or any urticle in the schedule.
The Govermment had made a iistake in
bringiny in this Bill.

My, RANDELL, replying to an inguiry
frow Mr. James, ssid coconnut 0il wns lurgely
used for lubricsting machinery, and was »
good oil for the purpose.

Mgr. PIESSE supported the amendment, ns
& desirable assistunce to n locul industry.

Mz. G EORGE said sovernl struggling indus-
tries would beaetit by the ndinission of cocou-
nut oil free of duty., The term “inineral oil ™
should also be defined more exactly,

M. MARMION suid if one kind of oil were
adwmitted free, all kinds should Le admitied
free.

Mg, WUOQD said the amendment might well
be withdeawn, hecause if cocoa-nut oil were
wdmitted free no other kind would be used for
wachinery.

Mg, MOSS supported the amendment as -
adwitbing raw material for a local industry.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Korrvest)
said too much wus said about the
quantity of cocoa-nut oil used for soap
and candle making, Having been a good
deul in conununication, lately, with persons
engaged in this industry, it was remarkable
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that, if this oil were wuch used by them, no
one had made o request for the oil to be ad-
mitted free. “Uheir demand had been for an
increased import duty on the manufactured :

articie.  There should be some good reason |
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shown for treating this oil differently from
other oils in the tariff, and no sufficient rens-
son had been given. When he was o boy,
cocoanat oil was used for machmery, und was
considered the best for lubrication. He re-
gretted to have to oppose the amendinent.

Amendment put und negatived.

Item pypreed to.

Items—Parafine wax; Photogtuphs; Picture
Cards for school use :

Agreed to.

Rice—paddy, ground and meal :

Me. JAMES moved, as an asmendment, that
che item be struck out. This colony wna
muintuining o few thousand Chincse wnd
Afghans. Me did not like these Asintics as
colonists, beeanse they did not pay their fuir
shure of taxatiou; and, as the only wuy of
taxing these persons wus to charge n duty on
the particular arlicles they imported, why
ghould their vice be udmitted duty free, while
the Hour used by Europcans was subject to o
duty ? If the Goverument were actuated in
these matters muinly by pressure from out-
side, be Lioped that in this case thuy were not
actuated to put rice on the free list by pres-
sure from Asiatics in the colony.

Mr. CLARKSON suid he was pleased to
support the umendment, as the Chinese should
be wade to contribute something towards the
expenses of the Government.

My, CONNOR supported the amendment of
the hon, wember, just for once, by way of a
change. Having lived in a northern district
he knew thut nearly the only articles the
Chinese there imported for their own use were
rice and opium. The rice they had to pay
duty on. The opiuwm they smuggled.

Mg, MARMION could not ngree with the
amendment. He knew that a large quantity
of ricc was used by the European population
in thie ¢colony, and to henefit them the duty
might well be tuken off, ns rice was gencrally
used by the poorer portion of the white popu-
lution. The reason why rice should be treated
differently from Hour wus that rice was not
grown here, whereas flour was a local product.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said rice was an
nrticle on which Eurepeans could afford to pay
the necessary duty, whercas the Afghans und
Chinese in the colony subsisted alinost entirely
on rice, and a duty on it would be a mecaus of
tuxing thew to some extent,

At G 30 pan. the Chairman left the chair.

At 7.30 pw. the Chairman resmmed the
chair.
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Me. ILLINGWORTH snid that whilst rice
was used largely by Europeans it was not
amongst one of the absolute necessaries of life,
and they were well able and willing to pay the
duty. It was almost the only food of the
Chinuman aud the Asiatic, nnd, while the while
man was taxed in all manoers of ways, the
colored people, who were sharing in the pros-
perity of the country, did not share in the
burden of taxation. He would support the
amendment.

Ture PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
#he proposal to retain the dubty on rice was an
electioneering ery. Most of the Chinaman in
the country were the servants of lluropeans.

Mg. ILLivgwoORTH: What about Asiatics.

TrHe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) snid
he wus not aware to what extent the Asintics
used rice, but it was used througheut the
country ug on article of food, und in many
instances replaced vegetables; and the re-
mission of the duty wonld afford sowme little
relief to the poorer classes of the people. It
was an arbicle of food in genernl use not
capuble of being produced in the colony, and
that wos why the Government proposed to
take off the duty upon it.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL eaid the revenue derived
from the duby on rice last year was £1,500, and
be certainly thought the arguments were all

- in favour of removing it fo the free list. It
was the staple food of Chinamen and Asiatics,
who wero, in his opinion, a perseculed people.

Me. LEFROY said that while the hon. mem-
ber for Nannine found that rice wos used ns
food by the Asiatics, he did not recognise the
fact that it was also used by his own country-
men. To suy that it was not a nccessary of
life, showed that the hon. mewber had not
moved about the country, where it was looked
upon as a real necessity by the people. As
rice was o necessary of life that could not be
produced in the country, he was unable to
support the amendment.

Mi. SOLOMON said cocoa and chocolate
ghould be taxed in preference to rice. ‘The
proportion of Asatics in the colony's popula-
tion of 90,000 was very small, and they had
to consider the interests of the majority and
take the duty off rice, which was largely con-
sumed as an article of food.

Mp. LOTON suaid he did net believe it was

-right to introduce cluss legisiation into the
discussion. He was not in favoer of legislating
agninst the colored races in any particular
way. On those grounds, if on no other, he
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was inclined to fnvor the placing of rice
on the free list, Apart from that, the article
was in general use all over the colony.

Me. MOEAN eaid that nlthough he wua in
fuvor of the agitation against the influx of
Agintics, he thought the iden of dealing a
blow to those people through their daily frod,
wag not a good one. Besides, rice was in daily
use on the goldfields where il was used us a
preventative of sickness by the wminers who
had to eat so much tinned meat. A farthing
per Ib. duty on rice would not stop the ipflux
of either Chinanen or Asiatics. He therefore
would stick to Freetrmdde principlesus near
a8 he could.

Mg, JAMES satd he would respectiully ask
the Premicer pob to impute electioneerivg
motives to him in the action he had taken,
T'o talk about class legisation, too, wus rais-
ing a bogie. The position be took up was that
flour, which wns the staple of the white man,
should wot be taxed, while rice, the staple
food of the colored mun, was being ploced on
the free List. Ik could not be said that the duty
was to Le rewmitted because the article was not
in goeneral use, for it would follow that butier,
bacon and flour should be allowed in free of
duty.

Tur PrEMIER (Hon. Sic J. Forrest) : [
said rice waa not produced in the colony.

Me. JAMES eaid that the statement that
standards conld be made in the colony had
not heen questioned ; but it was in that case,
as well a8 in the case of the other avticles he
kad mentioned, & question of price.

fue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) said he denied that
rice was the staple food of the Asiaties, for
soon after they arrived in the country they in-
gisted upon having all the luxuries of food
that the white wen enjoyed. Such being Lhe
cuse, the hon. mewber’s arguments fuiled.
'Fo poor people rice was an absolute neces-
sity.

Mi. HOOLEY said that rice was used on
every stuliou. and af every camp in the
country. Wherever Bour wna found rice wus
found also, for it wus necesssry as i preventive
of the injurious effects of ecating too wuch
tinned meat. 8¢ far as rice being the staple
food of Chinamen was concerned, he once
offered a Chinaman a plate of the article, which
he refused, and wus highly ivsulted at the
offer. They worked like the white man, and
wanted his food. Even in Perth he thought
rice wns used in every house.
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Mg, R, ¥ SHOLL said if the Chinamen
cooked the rice themselves they would eat it.
He hoped hon. members who had sirong feel-
ings in regnrd to the avolition of the duty on
rice, would suppord the remission of the duty
on fleur.

Mr. RANDELL said he was indiffcrent
whether the duty was removed or not, but so
far ns it was uged as an article of food, he was
in favour of rice being placed on the free list.
The duty on the article last year, at 20 per
cant., only amounted to about £1,600, and he
would like to know where the rice that had
come into the colony had gope Lo, if it was not
un artigle of tood. Cheese, he thought, was
far more general article of diet than rice, and
should be pluced on the free list ns well.

M. CONNOR suid he wished to expluin his
action in supporting the amendment, and in
doing 8o he would he “honester ” than sowne
hon. members.

'ue CHATRMAN: Did T understand the
bhon. member Lo say he will be more honest
than ether bon. membars ?

Mu. CONNOR: Ne, T snid “ honester,” but
I withdraw the word. He would snpport the
amendment because he objecled to any Asiatics
having cheaper facilities of living than the
Ewopean had. In the Northern Territory,
South Austrulia, there were 800 Europeuns to
6,000 Chinamen when he was there, and the
latter lived absolutely on rice. Tho result
wag thut, by cheap living, they drugged the
guts out of the country—forcible terms were
wanted when speaking on this question—and
sent nll the money they made in the country
over to China, As to the miners, he was of
opinion that if they were given a choice they
would rather pay duty on rice than allow the
Asintics to come into the country.

Mer. A, FORBES!' said he did not think the
people who used rice very largely would care
to pay the duty, especially those in the North-
ern districta.

Mg. James: Take it off flour.
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Mg. A. FORREST said he would gladly do .

that, but flour eoutd be ground here and rice
could not. The reason why the Chinese were
80 plentiful in the North was that their labor
was much cheaper than that of the white man.
He did noti think the Chinnman nsed so mnch
rice as the European did, for the latter would
not work unless given ment.
Amendinent put and negatived.

Items—Sheep dip, sugar,sulphur, and tea, '

agreed to.

Customs Dufies Bill.

Item : Tin-block and plate.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he desired to
ask if it was the intention of the Government
to talke the duly off block tin, which was pro-
duced in the country.

Tuz Presaer (Hom. Sir J. Forrest): Yes;
we do not make it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he hud been in
the teade for 30 years, and was in a position
to explain what block tin was, It wassmelted
ore in ingots or strips. The expression * block
tin” was o wrong one.  What was called block
tin was tinned iron, known in the trade as
tinplutes, the quulities being kmown as coke
or charcoal : as for instance I1.C. coke or I.C.
charcoal; LX. coke or 1L.X. c¢harcou), snd eo
on. That was imported in boxes, the sheets
being 10 x 14 and 20 ¥ 14 inches, and
donbles 18 x 12} inches.

Mr. GEORGE eaid the hon. mewber for
Nunnine wna correct. The term “block tin®
was & vulgar error. It urose in the enrly days
of the industry, when o certain “block™ was
used in working iron. In the Custome Tari
“block tin” and *“tin ingots” were fixed at 5
per cent,

Me. ILLingwoRTH : They arve the same.

Mr. MARMION gaid that whatever bhlock
tin was, it was an article not produced in the

country.
Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the rveason why |block tin appeared

in the schedule was becuuse it was in the
Turiff Act of 1893. He confessed that he had
always been under o wrong impression as to
what it was. The Government intended that
the manufactured article, which could not
be produced in the country, should be ad-
mitted free of duty. There was a tinfield at
Greenbushes, and, therefere, they did not
want to import the smmelted article.

Me. ILLINGWORTH snid the article which
the Government wished to admit free of duty
was known in the trade as * tinplates,” liter-
ally © tinned plates.” Apother equally ab-
surd mistake appeared in the schedute,

Me. MARMIOXN said he would like te see
tin foil put on the free list.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH moved, asan amend-
ment, that the item be struck out, and that
the itew * tinplates” be inserted in lien
thereof.

Question pnt and passed.

Amendment agreed to.

Me. LOI'ON said he thought the term
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* tinplates” wonld apply to an ordinary tin
plote, and that was pot what was intended.

Mr. GEORGE moved to add the words
“ tinned sheet iron” to the item.  He said it
was necessary, in ovder to foster the industry.
to admut that article free of duty.

Mr. WOOD gaid he thought tinned shaet
iron was fhe same as galvanised iron.

Me. GEORGE : No, it 18 not.

Ameadment agreed to, and the item as
amended 50 us to rend “ tinplates and tinned
sheet fron” was paised.

Ttem—Wool bales :

Agreed to.

Ttem—Zinc— sheet and plain :

Mg. ILLINGWORTH pointed cut Lhat the
worda “sheet” and “plain® referred to the
aame thing. What was wanted was the word
“ perforated,” as a distinction.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved, aa an amendment, that the word
“ perforated” be inserted ofter the word
‘“gheet.” '

Amendment put and passed.

Ms. GEORGE moved, as a further amend-
ment, that the words “and ingot™ be added
to the item. Zine ingots were used in local
workshops, yet they could aot be prodnced in
the colony.

Amendment put and passed.

Ltem, ns amended, ngreed to.

New items:

Mg, HARPER moved that the itema * gal-
vanised iron (corrngated and plain)” and
“explosives of all kinds, not including powder
(gun and sporting), ammunition aod fire-
works,” be ndded to thé schedule.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the Government were willing to meet the
views of the hon. members with regard to
these two items. The Government had con-
sidered the matter a good deal, before sub-
mitting the schedule to the House, and
thoy eventnally decided to leave gal-
vanised iron out. There was something
to be said upon both gides of the question.
He knew that galvanised iron was very much
used in inland towns, and op the goldfields,
but for himself, as this was n timber prodnc-
ing country, he would prefer to see roofing
done with timber. He knew that the weight
of hardwood timber had a gveat deal to do
with its not baing used for roofing to a greater
extent. 'There was a good denl to be said in
favor of placing explosives on the free list.
One reason was because of the large expense
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in importing them, as well as the cost of
transporting them within the colony. This
was, 00 donhbt, o very heavy tax in itself, to
those using explosives.  He was sorvy to say
he could not agree to any other item Dbeing
placed upon the frec list. They had goue far
enough ; and he musi say, although every hon,
member had a perfect right—aa the Hon. the
Speaker had told them——to propose items,
gtill there would be great ioconvenience if
they did so. There would be very grent

inconvenience from the reduction of
taxation, and comsequent roeduction of
revenue. He assured the Committee that

although the revenue would be large, and
there would be a considerable balance fromn
last year, yet the revenue for- this year would
not be sufficient to eet all the demnnds that
would be made upon it. The Government de-
sired to charge agninst current revenue what
kad previously been charged 6o loans, but they
counld not do it, if the demands for reduction of
taxation weve persisted in. The list of reduc-
tions suggested by the hon. member for Pevth
would menn u loss of another £50,000.

Mp. Ranpecc said he did nob intend to
move them all.

Tue PREYIER (Hon, 8ir J, Forrest) snid
he wna glad to hear it. The Government
thought they were doing n greut deal in giving
up £50,000 upon the present schedule, n
reduction equal to onc-tenth of the whole of
the revenue received through the Customs. If
the hon. member's proposuls were curried, it
would mean the giving up of one-fifth of the
whole of the revenue received through the
Customs. He thought they had made a good
start, and, so far ra the Governmeat were
concerned, they could not agrce to anmy
further attack npon the Cnstomsa revenue. He
very much vegretted it, becnuse it wonld have
been 80 wuch more pleasant to the Govern-
ment to huve met the wishes of the hon.
member for Pertlh, who had always heen fair
nnd reazonable, and even generous townrds
them. He asked that hon. member to post-
poue his motion to some other time, nnd, if the
revenue would then allow i, no one would be
more pleased to support further reductions
that he woull himself.

Mg. MARAMION said he wanted to have mo
misunderstanding. He found Lhat, by looking
at the schedule, powder for sporting purposes
was charged a duty of tonrpence n pound, He
understood it was not the intention of the
Government to ndmit powder free,
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Tne PremiEr : No,

Mg, MARMION gaid he understood also
that ammunition was not iuncluded. He
thought the explosives referred to were blast-
ing powder, dynamite, and such things as
were needed for quacrying or mining.

Me. ILLINGWORTH suggested that the
words referring o powder should be ¢ except
gunpowder, sporting, and amwmunition.”

Mg. GEORGE wanted to kmow whether
“explosives” would include what was called
“rackarock.” He said rackarock came into
the enlony 1n two {orms—one a liquid,and the
other n solid—and was not an vxplosive until
these were united. Under tho present schedule
the so'id would come in, and be charged as
uny other chemical, while the liguid would
come in free, as an alloy. The idea ol the
comuittee evidently was to ndmit cexplosivea
free; but he wanted to know how they woutd
denl with enckarock.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH suggested that the
Government would ounly need to say, in the
Customs Jist, " explosivea including racka.
rock.”

Mz, GEORGE said the solid was simply
¢hlorate of potash; and the liquid waa oil
myrbaue, the crude product of petrolenm
mines,

Mxn [LLINGWORTH siid it woulé not be
wise to insert any definition of explosives ; be-
caunse they were of various kinds, and were
being manufactured in forms oearly akin to
euach other. e thought the tetm * ex-
plosives” would ¢over all thut the committee
desived.

Amendment put ond passed, and the itewm
added to the schedule.

New item :

Mr. RANDELL said be was glad the Go-
vernwent had seen their way clear to reduce
the duty on so many articles of consumption ;
but there were other articles that might
have been included.  Sowne of the articles of
which he himself had given notice were used
by the peop e of the whole colony.

Tz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) suid
he had deall. with things that could not be
produced in the colony.

Mi. NANDELL sud a considerable number
of the itews in the Jist of which he had given
notice could not he produced in the colony,
or they would nov be imported in such large
quantities. He Qid oot propose to deal with
liean and pollard, or baking powder, or hay

[ASSEMBLY.]

r

and chaff, und several vther things in his Jist .
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beeause all he desived was to get them put
upon the schedule at a lower rate; bubt he
found he was precluded by the rules of the
Houee from doing that.  The first item he did
want to press was that of tinned or pre-
served meat, which was the term employed in
the Tariff. There were £41,000 worth of these
preserved meats imported into the colony lnst
year; and the duty amounted to £6,254. They
were nsed in every household in the colony,
and probably on the stations away in the
North-West.

M=z. A. ForresT: No, no.

Me. RANDELL suid they were used at all
the mipes and in surveyors’ camps, also in
every town and city in the colony, and were
items of absolute neccessity in very many
cases, hecanse fresh meat conld not possibly
be obtained. Hehoped the Government wounld
see their way clear not to oppose this item,
particularly as it would not materially affect
the revenue., He had alrendy reforved to
cheese, which was am important artic.e of
tood, and was most natritious—far more so
than meat. No one could pretend that cheese
was likely to be produced in the colony,
although it had been done in the early days.
He hoped those cngaged in farming und
dairying pursuits would seek to overtake the
demand for butter. He thought it waa not to
the credit of the colomy to have to import
£56,000 worth of butter in one year, although
the duty was only one pepny a pound. He
movad that the itew *“preserved meats™ be
added to the schedule.

I'ne PREMLER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he regretted he was not able to mwect the
wishes of the hoa. member for Perth. He
thought this was rather a large item to wipe off,
when it produced last year a revenue of £6,254.
He knew the argument that was nsed was that
preserved ment wis so Jargely used om the
geldfields, as well as in other parls of the
colony. He adwitted the argument, Lut be-
lieved that the people would not use this kind
of ment if they could helpit. He thought the
principal place where it was ased was the gold-
ficlds, Lui the people there did not want the
Government to do everything for them and
they themsclves do nothing. He believed the
people of the goidfields were willing to do
something towards the upkeep of the Govern-
ment of the colony. He had travelled about
the goldfielde o good desl, and mo ome had
aver mentioned to him that they were heavily
taxed in this matter. A large number of
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questions were brought hefore him at Cue, at
the Murchison, and at Coolgardie, but not ove
word was spoken with regard to the duty oo
preserved meat. On the Murchizon goldfields
it was not largely used, and certainly it was
not lnrgely used in the centres of population.
Meat wus sold at Cue and Naonine at about
fourpence & pound, and there wns no lack of
it at all. At Coolgardie, he was informed upon
the best authority, they could buy fresh meat
at ninepence 2 pound.
duce heef and mutton, and, if the Cormnmittee
did away with the duty on preserved meut,
they wounid not only be injuring the revenue,
but would be relieving the population of the
colony of what they had never asked for.

Mgr. Monax said the people on goldficlds
had asked for it.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that ns the hon, member stated they had asiced
for it, perhnps he could teil them when and
where ?

Mg. InLivewonTn said they never asked for
the duty to be taken off explosives.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he did not believe the hest people on the
goldfields wanted this reduction. What they
wanted on the goldfields was good tele-
graphic and railway communication, and
tacilitice of that sort; and he believed
they were willing to pay somebhing
townrds the revenune, and would mnot
object to pay the duty on preserved meat.
So for as the central parts of the colony ware
concerned, he did not believe there was any
demand for such a reduction. As n rule, there
was plenty of frezsh meat in Perth, and he did
not helieve there wns any largo quantity of
preserved meat used in the city. He thought
people would prefer to have salt meat, if they
could not get fresh. So far as the people on
the goldfields were concerned, he believed they
would prefer to pay the duty they were paying
now, and have the facilities the Guovernwent
were giving and intended to give.

Mg. B. F. SHOLL said, although he repre-
sented o pastoral district, he would support
the reduction on preserved meaf, becanse he
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It wounld be an advantage to the whole of the
people of the colony, and he should therefore
support the reduction,

Me. MORAN said they heard some peenliar
doctrines smuetimes in that Committee. The
Hon, the Pramier had said that the peopleof the
goldfields hnd never asked for the reduction
of the duty on preserved ineats. If the Govern-
ment were willing to give the people of the
goldfields what they asked for, he reminded
them they were asking for three or four more
representetives, and he hoped the Government
would grant themn that request. He denied
entirely that the people of the goldficlds had
never nsked for that reduction. He affirmed
they had, and other representatives of gold-
fields afivined the same thing, and he thought
the Committee should give them credence
He wanted to koow whom the Honm,
the Premier refevred to, when spenking of
the best people on the goldfields. There were
no “ best people” there. They were all on no
equality, and they all asked for this rednetion.
He had pledged himself to his constituents to
try and do all he could to secure this reduc-
tion. It was nll nonsense for the Premler to
say the retention of the duty would assist the
production of fresh meat. There were many
who weee not able to buy fresh meat, becanse
they were so far removed from the places
where it could be brought. He considered an
ahle-bodied man could et two pounds of meat
a duy, and it was toc much to expect such
men to pay weightcenpence n day for meat

nwlone. There wns not nan item on the
whole of the schedule that the people
of the goldfields had so cried out

dgainst as that ome. There was u very
atrong feeling of discontent with the Govern-
ment on that point, beenuse it was absolutely
impossible to get fresh meat. JIn view of the
progress the colony had made, and was
making, he could not see there was any
carthly reason why the Government should

. make suech n song about lozing £6,000,

did not believe it wounld materially affect the .

pastoral industry of the coloeny. There was o
good deal of travelling done, and preserved
meats were easily and conveniently packed for
travelling. Heknew very well that people wonld
prefer fresh meat if they could get it, and the
reduction asked for would neither affect the
production nor the eonsnmption of fresh meat.

_to think that o

particularly when the surplus revenuc was
over £200,000. ‘The revenune during the last
cighteen months had more than doubled, ang
that largely on account of the people on the
goldfields, and it was simply ridiculous
loss of £6,000 to the
the revenue was going to ruin the colony.
The peaple of the goldfields bad to pay double
rates for railway carringe, and double rates
for neurly everything else, and he thonght it
was unreasonable to refase to them a slight
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concession like that., The mining people of
the colony hud raised the revenue more than
2 hundred per cent. ahove whatit was a couple
of years ago. He hud plensure in supporting
the leader of the Opposition, and hoped that
all who were nrguing for the ndmission of raw
materials free would also support him. He
wished the Premier to bear in mind that the
mining people never asked anything for
nothing ; hut they always gave a good return
for what they pot. Mining had given a great
impetus to the other colonies, and had done so
here; therefore this industry should have
some consideration in o matter like that.

Mz. CLARKSON said it seemed to him that
the strongest argument for placing preserved
meats upon the fre: list wus that the hon.
member for Yilgarn had givea a promise to
his constituents that he would do all he could
to get them placed there. He {Mr. Clarkson)
rogarded the people of the goldfi:lda as a
large acqnisition to the colony, but theught
they should contribute something to the
revenua of the colony.

Mg. Monran: Stuff and nonsense.

Me. CLARKSON said the hon. member
cried "stulf and nonsense,” but it seemed to
him that revenue must be raised somehow,
and ag the committee bhad alrendy made re-
ductions amounting to £30,000 he int-nded to
oppose every other item, purticulavly in view
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water throughont the length and breadth of
the goldficids, 'I'he hon. memb -r for Yilgnrn
complained that the man with an appetite
equal to two pounda of wmeat & day, had
to pay an extra three.halfpence o day
for duty, und that this was a hardship
upon the miners. He did not believe Lhe miners
thcmselves cared anything at all abouat it. He
claimed to know as much ahout miners as the
hon. member for Yilgarn, and yet he did not
intend to reduoce the duty on preserved :neat,
if that could possibly be avoided. The gold-
fielde representatives wers trying to enve the
miners three-halipence a doy, and if he believed
the wminers cared anything about it he would
aupport the reduction; but he did not believe
they did care. He did not see why the (Gov-
ermnent shou’d Inse the amount of revenme
involved, unless it would inflict n hardship,
which he waz sare it would not.

Me. LEAKE noticed that during the course

. of the last hon, member’s remarks there was a

of the fact that the estimated reveoue would |

not be aunificient to meet the expenditure,
was strongly opposed to further reducing the
revenue.

Mg, MARMION said one would imagine,
from the remarks of the hon. membar for Yit-
garn, that the miners in the colony came here
purely for the benefit of the country, and not
for the benefit of themselves. e presumed
that, when they came here, they intended to
abide by the laws of the colony. Everyooe in
the colony who used preserved meats, had to
pay his proportion of duty, equally with the
miners. Was there any reason why fhe worker
on the goldficlds should not puy for
that, the same as he did for erery-
thing else he ate, wore, or used, except
perhaps the water, which wae provided by
a kind-hearted Government. T'here was
scarcely a day passed in which they were
pot, in that House, doing something for the
miners. Look at the railways, telegraphs, and
ronds into the interior that were being con-
structed in order that they might travel ahout
with safety. Then, too, they were providing

He

continnal use of the poraonal pronoun “ we.”
It waa really difficult to understund what was
meant by this term.

Mz. CLarksoN: He mcant this side of the
House.

Me. LEAKE : Of course if the term “we ™
applied to the hon. member who wsed it and
the hon. member for Toodyny, it was ensily
understood. A good denl had hecn said
recently on the question of consistency.
Perhaps the use of the word hud better be
avoided to prevent muteal recrimination, but
there was une thing he felt should be noticed
during the course of this debate on the Cus-
toma. ‘The Acting-Governor in his Speech to
Pucltinment, said, on behalf of the Government,

© “'Phe large increase in the revenue, and the

consequent  flourishing condition of our
finnoces, have given my Ministers the wel-
cowme opportunity of considering whether some
of the dutics now chargeable under the Tariff
Act 1893, might not - with advantage Dbe
abolished, especially those on articles of food
in gencral use, and not capable of being pro-
duced in the colony.” Ho guoted this to show
that hon. members on the Government side
nf the House, in voting for further reductions,
wonld be only following out the policy
of the Government ns indicated in the
Governor's Speech.  Peraonally, he was 1n
favor of reducing the duties, uot only on the
particular articles now before the the com-
mittee, but npon articles of fond in general use
and not capable of heing produced in the
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colony to any extent. Tt appenred that if the
suggestion for these further reductions had
eome from the Governmeot side of the Hounse
they would have been permitied to pass, but
becanse they were proposed by the Opposition
it became gquite a different matter. Now that
was not proper by any means. 1t was to be
hoped that the proposals would be carefully
congidered, and that sight wonld not
be lost of the fact that by giving effect to the
desires of the hon. member for Perth, the
Government would be only following their
own policy, ne annonnced in the Speech of the
Governor at the beginning of the eession.
Possibly the proper thing for the Government
to do i order to prevent their own policy
heing carried out, wounld be for the Premier to
inform his friends and supporters that unless
the proposals weve rejected "he would resiga.
This wns & very uscful and favorite “gng” of
the Hon. the Premier.

Mg. InnivgworTH: Oh, the Premier has
never done that in his life,

Tue CHAIRMAN: I do not think it is in
order for the hon. member to use the word
“ gag_'-'

Mr. LEAKE : I would likec to know why,
Sir. ¥ do not want to nse any expression not
strictly Parliamentary, or out of order, hut I
fail to see how this ¢can be either.

M. Simeson: It iz merely stage play—
meledrama.

Mg. LEAKE: Well, My, Traylen, if T can-
not use the word “gag,” I will have to nse
a simile, Tt is & fact that the miners of
this country and o namber of people who are
net miners have to use these preserved meats.

TuE Premter : Oh, they can get fresh meat,

Me. LEAKE: In Perth and Fremantle per-
haps, but not in the back country. ‘The cost
of living in this country should be rednced as
much as possible. There had grown wp a
practice in this House that when membors in a
minority attempted to bring any proposal for-
ward, they were informed that they were
attempting to denl with something of which
they koew wnothing. The Premier, too, was
getting too fond of personalities instead of
restricting himself tosolid argument. It was
clearly evident from the Acting-Goveruor’s
Speech that the policy of the Government at
the beginning of the session was to be in the
direction soughtby the hon. member for Perth,
and it was noticeable that hoth the mover and
seconder of the Address-in-Reply had cougrat-
ulnted the Ministry upon its determination to
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let the people of this conntry enjoy a free
breakfast table. Now was the time for the
Government to carry out ite professions.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Houn. 8.
Burt), said that ns he, too, represented
one of the goldfields, he had a right to express
an opinion on the matler befere the Com-
mittee. The miners on the Ashburton field
were entitled to as wuch consideration as the
miners elsewhere, and they were just as ready
to got all they could as was nny other section
of the community. The mineras on the field
had to uge tinned meats like any other miner,
but it went without saying that they would
excuse him in not supporting the present
proposal to admit the preserved wmeats daty
free. This country could not give the miver
everything. They had to consider what hed
been given to him already. He would already
benefit very largely from the reductions made
by the Government that evening. The miner
benefited as much as anybody else by the free
admission of rice, blumkets, rugs, and gal-
vanised iron.

Mr. MorAN : The miner does not ent galvan-
isad iron.

've ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Bart): No, but he benefited largely by
the reductions. Who but the miner would
benefit by the duty being taken off ex-
plosives? In fuct, the miner benefited largely
by most of the items in the schedule.
The Government also proposed to reduce
the cost of o miner’s right to 10s. a year. It
was not likely that proposal wonld meet with
opposition from the other goldflelds members,

Mgz, Moran: All of the miners do not have
miner’s rights.

Tur ATLORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt) : Most of themn did. At present the cost of
a miner’s right waa £1,and a reduction to half
meant o distinet gift to every miner on the
field of 10s. & year., The Government had
done everything possible for the miner, and if
the duty waa taken off tinned weat that class
of tho community would really pay nothing in
the shepe of Customs duties. Upon every
article in tho schedule the miner gained a dis
tinct benefit, and he could not ask for more.
It could not be denied that the Government
had given the miner agreat deal in the shape
of postal facilities, telegraphs, railways, roads,
and water.

Mg. ILLiNowORTH : The miner pays for ir.

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he knew
who paid for it more, and that it was the
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gencral public of this country. Thousands
and thousands of pounds wers being contri-
buted out of the revenuc of the country in
orvder to advance the mining interests. The
Government now wanted something on the
other side. The colony must have a revenue,
and it was only just that the miner should
bear some proportion of the contribution. The
hon, member for Yilgarn had snid that the
miner of to-duy wus the willionaire of to.
morrow,and if that were the case he would be
well able to afford a ama!l duty on preserved
meat, As was said bLefore, if the duty were
taken off this article the miner would pay
nothing.

Mg, CO 'NOR said he also represented a
goldficlds’ constituency in this House, and

might be lonked upon as an authority.
Mg.. Morax : You are also a buatcher.

Mg, Georae : He's another expert.

Mza. CONNOR eaid he had to acknowledge,
a8 n goldfields’ wmember, that the Ciovern-
ment was doing everything it possibly
conld at the present time to andvance the
mining interests., Kvery facility had been
provided for getting to the fields, and so thot
when people got on to the ficlds they would be
able to work them properly, the Governmment
had provided rvads and railways and water ;
everythiny that counld be done Ly the Govern-
ment had heen, or was heing, done, and he, as
a goldfields’ representative, had to say he was
fully eatisfied with what the Government
were doing  to ndvance the mining interests.
Personally, he {(Mr. Connor) saw mothing to
blume the Governmeat for, I{ was necessary
that the public works throughont the colony
should be carriod on, and it could not very well
be done without revenue. It was possible
that some time later on the Opposition would
be able to propose some scheme whereby the
revenue to provide the cost of Government
wonld come from the lond, and when a
practical scheme was brought forward he
would support it. However it had not been
advanced yet and in the meantime every
clasgs in the community should hear its
fair share of the burden of taxation.
It was smid that the QGovernment were
placing prohibitive duties upon sowme articles
and, at the sume time, the mining representa.
tives were daily asking for public works 1o be
carried on in the interests of the mining dis-
tricts. These comld not he donme without
mouney, and the only way to obtain the neces-
sary revenue was throngh the Customs House.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The hon. member for Nannine posed as a
Protectionist, and yet was doing his utmost
to take the duties away. At present there was
no facfory for preserved meats here, but he
hoped to see onc econ.

MEg. Monan : You will never huve o tinning
factory.

Mz. CONNOR said he only wished they could
tin Moram. It was imposvible to carry on a
vigorous public works policy without revenus.

Mg, MORAN complained thut the goldfields’
members had been twitted Ly the Premier
and others with coming forwnrd and asking for
works on the goldfields. Atthesame time it was
suggested that the representatives of the
mining districts did not know what they were
talking about. Members knew the story where
one lord said to another lord ““ Young fools ave
better than old fools, becnnse a young fool
will hive time to learn sense and an old one
will not.” ‘There were young fools and old
fools in this House, 'The principal goldfields’
wembers were young politiciansg,

Tue CHAIRMAN: 'he hon. member is not
in order. He must not refer to any section of
the committee us * old fools.” [t is not Parlia-
wentary.

Mg, MORAN said he had pleasure in with-
drawing the expresaion. It wasused in the House
of Commons, bhut of course memhers were farin
advance of them here. Several memberswho had
apoken on ihis subject were mest peculinrly
situated. “The hon. member. for Asbburton
held a proprietary intereat in half the stations,
the member for West Kimberley owned half
the cattle, and this was the sort of thing that
accounted for the milk in the cocoanat,

Tar CHAIRMAN: T wmust beg the hon.
member not to impute motivesin this way.

M=, MOHRAN snid  there was  still
another member who had spoken and who
showed thecloven hoof—a bulfock’s hoof. There
was good reason why some wembers did not
want the dutics brought down, and that was
interfere with their own
living.

Mz. Marmion : Imputing motives again.

Mr, MORAN desired to point out that to
admit preserved meats free would mean a loss
to the revenue of only £6,000, 'I'he Government
gaid this was too much and that it conld not
be dore. Such a suggestion was otter rot.
What was a small loss like that compared to
all the miner had done for the country. ‘I'he
mewmber for Fremantle himself had told the
House on cne oceasion that he did not koow
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what the country would hove done had it not
been for the gold discoveries.

Me. Magawon : True, but we discovered the
gold.

Mg, MORAN denied that, for the gold was
found by the prospector, and others took it
from him as quick as possible. 4 lof had been
gaid of what had been dome for the miner
in the shapeof railwoys. What actually was the
case was that the mining railways paid double
freights, and were required to pay handsomely,
in order to meet the loss on duffer agricul-
tural lines. FEvery fihre of trade, commerce,
and mnnufactare in ‘this colony had been
strengthened by the mining industry. It was
onbehalfof the working miner that he pleaded,
for many of them were in a state of absolute
poverty. Coolgardie had not heen a lucky field
for the man without means. Tt was not fair
thot the miner should be heavily taxed in
order to belster up the pastoral industry, even
if it wore to the interests of some members
in the Hounse. If the Opposition proposed a no
confidence motion on this very question he
would willingly vote with them.

Tre COMMISSIONE k OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon A. R, Richardson}): I rise to a point of
order, Mr. Chairman. Surely the hon. membear
has no right to impute motives.

Tug CHAIRMAN : Nohe has net. I am
sorry that [ have had to eall the hon. member
for Yilgarn toorder several times this evening.
He hasno right foimpute motives.

Mg. SIMPSON remarked that during recent
debates in the House they had freguently
heard the word consistency used. It was a
term initiated by the Premier and other Go-
vernment supporters had run the gauntlat of
the expressionduring thedebateand had voiced
the sentiment wherever possible. The hon.
member for Toodyay was one of those who
wanted consistency. Now that hon. member
when speaking to this question had uttered
sentiments which showed that he really
ought to pay alittle more attention to that
strong plea of consistency. It was only twelve
months ago that the hon. member had said
the colony waanot in a position to supply tin.
nedmeat and that the duty should be abolished.

Me, CLARESON : Surely one may ehange his
mind.

Mg. SIMPSON : Oh, Jim Crow again. He
believed there was one industry where tinned

ment was used where it was really a necessity

of life and it was among the men employed in
the pearling industry. Those men he had
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been informed were Iargely dependent onit,
All through the country, and he (Mr.
Simpson) did travel about o good deal, he had
heard this matter of the duty on preserved
meats gpoken of as being a real grievance and
an injustice. It should he recsllested that
every tin of meat cost the miner 3d. for
carfage in addition to all the other
charges, and the duty meant that each miner
paid on this article alone o sam of £2 5. a
yoar through the Customs, That was by
taking the aversge consumption as stated by
the hon. wember for Yilgarn. Even the
Premier himself should ser that this waes an
extreme case, and one of grave injustice. It
was a grave injustice that an absoluts neces-
gity of life shonld be so heavily taxed.

Mgr., Mapurow: If there are 6,000 miners
they would pay over £12,000 n yesr. Your
figures are wrong.

Mg. SIMPSON said he had never yot at-
tempted to understand the arithmetical ealcu.
latious of the hon. member for Fremantle, nor
did he know any one whe did. It did appear
to him very reasopable to soppose that
a miner who could not obtain other necessaries
of life should consume 2 ibs. of meat a day,
and, if 30, he would pay in duty hetween £2 and
£2 108, every year, Snch o daty was not just
to those who were really developing the in-
dustries of the country, for it afected every
man who was engaged in working any raw
product, gold or otherwise, In a season of
drought the people on goldfields would not be
able to use anything elss but this tinned ment.
OF courge no man would use preserved mesnt
who could obtain tresh meas, but this luxury
was not possible in the back .country where
hundreds of men were engaged in developing
the resources of the colony, ‘The item of
£6,000 was not a very great one to add to
the free list. It was curious to note that
when the Tuariff Board presented its report,
its suggestions ware treated with ecorn
and coutempt, but very singular, indeed, was ~
it pow to find the Premier following every
suggestion contained in the report. He was
glad to recognise the wisdom of the Premier
in oltering his mind,

I'he Peenaer (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): Times
have changed a good deal since that report was
presented.

Mgz. SIMPSON would press upen the Premier
that it would be very desirable for this small

* request on the part of the mining community

to be complied with., With such a boundjng
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revenue ng they possessed at the present, now
wag the time for them to make these necessary
reductions in the Tariff. 'The duty on pre-
served meats was a distinet injustice to people
who were doing more than anyone else to
open up the greatresources of the country.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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" on this guestion, and speaking ns a goldfields’

Tug COMMISSIONER OF CROWNLANDS |

(Hon, A, R. Richardson) said he only desired to
question the figuros presented by the hon.
member for Geraldton,  Thes: preserved
meats were not used only by the mining com-
muunity, but by all sections. [t was very
reasonable indeed to suppose that 12,000
at least used these meats, and as the duty
collected was enly £6,000, it was n maxi-
mum allowance to make that the duty
amounted to only 10s. per head for
those concerned. Now, so far as the

miner was concerned, the miners righis were to -

be reduced by 10s.
square the account.

Mr. THROSSELL quite agreed that in the
past the miner had beem the most heavily
texed man in the community, but this wasnot
g0 much due to Customs duties as it was te
the conditions in which he lived, and all this
was being rapidly altered. In a litile while
by the complelion of railways the cost of cnr-
riage would be reduced from 2d. per 1b. to )d.
In the present elterations in the Tariff the
miner was receiving very large benefits, and
he could not ask for more. He had free
sugar, free tea, free galvanised iron, and now
he wanted free meat. That wasnot reasonable.
From the pgoods which left the Northam
station every week for the goldficlds it wus
estimated that the cost of carringe each week
to the consumers was 20,000, Well, hy
Christmas it would he reduced to £5,000  week,
ora cleargain to the people of the goldfieldsof
£15,000 every week. It wasthe Government
who gave the facilitics which made this
tremendous reduction possible. At one time
the cost of carringe to Sounthern Cross was
£18 a ton. With the railway it was reduced
to £3, and now it had fallen to 30s. This was
a big saving to the working man in his cost
of living, and the wages remained the samoas
they were when he had to pay 2d. a pound on
everything he required. When the railways
wore completed the winer would have got
everything he rould reasonably expect, and he
had been most genercusly treated.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH thought he could
safely say that he did know something of the
opinions prevailing in the goldficlds’ districts

& year, and that would

member, he helicved that as to the whole
schedule the Ministiy had brought in, the
wining districts would much rather not have
seen it at all.  The miner did not thavk the
Government for this schedule.

THE Pauaier: You ure ungrateful.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH did not think it
wins a question of geatitude, but one
of wise nadministration. When he spoke

to the Honse he endeavored to mect the in-
terests of the whole country. He did not Dbe-
licve in parochinl pohtics. [t was quite
pessible that when he quoted facls some
members wonld not believe them; but they
must recollect that when o truth wns spoken
and someone did not believe it was the truth,
that circumstance did not militate much
against the trnth, However, coming downto
the position where the Ministry proposed to
make certain reductions, what he complained
of was that these reductions would not he
felt by tho people who were most in need of
them. When he (Mr. Ilingworth) opposed
the remission of the duty on cocor and choco-
late, the Premier said these were necessaries
of life.

'I'sg Premier: I did nob say that.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH wundersteod it that
way; but, at any rate, it still stood that while
this reduction was made, the rewission of duty
on what was actnally an essential of life
on the goldfields was refused. I there
was any foundation for the argnments
used by the Premier when he brought
this schedule forward, then most un-
doubted!y the duty on such @ necessity

+ of life as tinued meat should he removed.

He would press upon the Government the hard-
ship this duty entailed upon the poorer classes
of the comnunity, and the fact that the man
who went prospecting—the recal pioneer of
the goldfields, the one who shouldered his
“ bluey'’ and went into the interior—could not
oxist withoat this particular article. It was
the pan in the back country, and that back
country included the miner and the man in
the jarrah mills, who wag forced of necessity
to uge this preserved wmeat. It was not re.
quired where fresh meat was obtainable.
Personally he had been nnable to enter into
the complex calculations of the Commisaioner
of Crown Lands, mt he (Mr. Illingworth)
would take the hon. member's own figures,
and show & different side to themr. The aver-
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age per head of population iv the Customs
revenue was £5. The Commissioner of

Crown Luands and other members had

freely admitled that the duty paid by |
those who used this tinned meat amounted
tv 10s. per head per annuww. In other words,
one-tenth of the whole taxation on o resident
of the goldfields was obtained from the duty on
preserved meats.  Where could sucha glaring
ineqnality ho shown as affecting any other
class of the community ¥ This guestion of the
duty on preserved meats was u gemune
grievance. It could be heard of on every |
goldfield. IF the duty on cocow had been left
alune, no goldfields’ member would have ob-
jected, ucither would he have objected if the
House had not touched the duty om teu or
sugar, or even if it increased the duty on
whisky. ‘The miner was quite prepured to
pay his share of the cost of Governmen$. In
fact, if the Tariff Question had not been raised
ab ull, tho miner wonld uot bave objected, but
" it having been raised, he did want to be con-
sulted us to what would be most beaeficial to
him, "The miner had had teo pay ls. a gatlon
for his water, and double rvates over the rail-
wiy, and he had never objected. At the same
time, when the dutics were buing altered, the
winer did say that on the question of preserved
ments he had o real grievance. Lt was one of
the mout elewontary principles of political
economy, that where revenue was raised
throngh the Customs the articles that could
nol be produced inthe country, and which were
the necessaries of life, should, if possible, enter
free of duty. He (Mr. Ilingworth) did not .
suppose, if the duby were taken off tinned |
meats, those who used them would feel any |
benefit, but it would remove u substautial
grievance and one of the daties which were
of a particularly annoying and irritating |
charncter, Personally, he believed his own :
opinion was shared in by the miner, and that

was that it would have been far better to con-

tinue the collection of all the duties taken off,

8o that the Governwment would have been able -
to carry out the great schemes for developing

the resources of the country which they

bohieved the Premier was anxious to bring

forward. ‘The remission of the duty asked for
would remove what was a  substantial
grievance, and the Premier would be acting
in accord with the interests of the country if '
he agreed to include it in the list of articles to
be admitted free of duty. !

Me. LEFROY said he was not surprised at |
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the hon. member for Nannine advocating
the abolition of duty on tipned meat, when
the electors hud told the hon. wmember thet
this was the only duty they wantod wuken
off. But this discussion had disclosed thefact
that miners were like other men iju their
oatural instinects, and not the superior beinge
they were sometimes said to  be. All
perscns longed naturally for that which
they could not get, and often it was
the very thing they went for. ‘linmed
meat could be largely produced iv thisceuntry,
and the imported article should therefore be
charged with a fair share of tuxation. When
this question came before the House two
yeurs ago, the duty was then reduced in
amount, and he (Mr, Lefroy) joined in help-
ing to reduce it. Tf thue Government were now
proposing to further reduce the duty to a half-
penny per pound, he would support that ; but
there should be some duty on imported meat,
and the duty ought to be a fuiv amount.  As
to the complaint that this duty ivritated the
miners, there would be irritation among the
stock growera if this duty were taken off
tinned muab; thervlore, as one or other sec-
tion had to bear the irritation, it should be
left where it was, Other duties onfood might
equully canse irritation, such as those un jam,
tinned fish, pickles, und vuvions other things
which hon, members did not propose to put in
the free list.  The only tungible reuson given
fur desiring to take the duty off tinned wmeat
wug that, by doing =0, some houn. wembers
hoped to deal u blow at another industry in
the colony which at present wus struggling
uyainst ndverse circumstances, in many parts.
Mr. WOOD said this discussion had
at least supplied opportunities for the
hon. members for Yilgarn and Nanuine,
as poldfieclde’ representatives, to ake
u couple of forcible speeches, which
might serve some purpose if telegruphed to
the newspupers on the goldficlds. But the duty
on tinned meat was not heavy., Caloulating it
in preportion to tho invoice value of o case of
tinned meet, the duty would be only about 15
per cent. Such a duly us that was nmot even
protective in its effect on the price of local
meat, und the wining population could well
afford to pay that amonnt on imporbed tinned
meat. Of course tinned meat was used in 2
larger proporticn on goldfields thon in towns ;
but in fact tinned meat wus the moat abomin-
able form of food for housekeepers in towns to
pul on a table wheareotherwent was obtainable,
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though thers was not the same choice of foed
on u goldfield.

Mr. RANDELL, referring to Mr. Marmion’s
remarks o the annual report of the Collector
of Customs, said the return showed that
the sinounts of duty reccived for the year
1894 were—on hams, £1,347; on bacon, £7,605;
and the duties received on some other neces-
suries brought up the total to about £10,000,
this sum being in addition to the £6,25¢
reccived on preserved meats. Rememboring
also that bran, pollard, hay, chaff, and other
articles were taxed to a considerable cxtent,
and that some articles conmerated in his
list were taxed to the exlent of 100 per
cent., the Government shonld consider seriously
whether those taxes which had been described
as irritating to the wining population, while
aleo affecting other portions of the community
who ought not to have these taxes inflicted
upon them, could be taken off at the present
time, ae proposed in his molion. As

to the struggling industry referred to
by the member for the Moove and
others, it wae a necessary thing in

the circumstunces of the colony that pre-
served meats should be imported to a con-
siderable extent, and this was shown by the
enormouns awmounts of money paid away for
these importations. In the interest of right
and justice to the community at lurge, the
duty on tinped ment should be removed, as
being of more importance than somo duties
which affected u larger number of people. It
waus not only the three farthings a pound that
had to be paid by the consumers, but the
werchants’ percentage would probably bring
up the amount to a penny per pound.

Mr. LOTON aaid he would like to see a
reduction of taxation, not only on articles
anuwerated in the motion, but vn o great many
more. But there was annother side to that
quention, namely, how far, in present cirewn-
stances, were the committes prepared to go
in reducing the revenue? The line must be
drawo somewitere, unless the revenue was to
be very seriously reduced ; and if so reduced,
he thought the public works policy that had
been inaugurated and not yet comploted conld
not be safely carried on. The argument of
the hon. member for Nannine came to
this, on his own odmission: that if
the duty on tinpned meat were taken off,
the relief to miners would be so small as not
to be appreciable. Therefore there was not so
inuch in the objection to this duty as eome

[ASSEMBLY.]
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mwembers had attempted to wake nut. If the
winer wanted relief from taxation, and did
not get it on tinned weat, he would get it in
other ways, and get it more amply, under this
schedule—particularly in the remission of
duties on tea and sugar, because the winer
paid more duty in o year on ten and sngar
than on tinned ment. Assuming, for the sale
of argument, that the people on goldtields paid
the whole of the duby that wascoilected on the
importation of tinned weat, how mwany persous
were residing on and about the goldfields?
{Cue PreEmier: Twenty thousand.] Yes,
quite that number; and what wus the average
amount of duty per head paid on imported
tinned mweat—assawiny, as he had said, that
the whole of it was imported for the mining
population ¥ The average would be Gs. 8d. a
head per punum. He did not think the miners
would complain at all of so small a proportion
of taxation as that, though they did not pay it
all. As to this duty being an irritating
grievance among the miners, he did not think
thers was any such grievance, and, in fact, the
ouly complaints eame from two or three wmem-
bers of this House. Ceriainly this duty was
not a grievance, and was nol excessive, in
cumparison with the duty onsome other items
inthe ' Tariff—on butter and cheese, for instazce.
Those members who had advocated the enlire
removal of certain items from the Turiff had
not convinged & majority that there was a
reasonable necessity for the rcmoval; there-
fore he was not prepated to support the
motion.

Question put, and division btaken, with the
follewing result:—

Ayes,,, .. 9
Noes o 17
Majority against ... ... 8
Avy¥s. Nogs.
Mr. George Mr. Burt
Me, lllingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr, Beep Mr. Connor
bMr. Leake Sir John Forrest
Mr. Randsll Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. B_F. Sholl Mr. Harper
Me. Bimpson Mr. Hassell
Mr. Solomon Mr, Loton
Mr Moran (Teller.) Mr, Marmion
M, Piesse
Mr. Richardson
by, H. W, Shol)
Sir J. (i, Lee-Steecre
Mr. Throssell
BMr. Venn
Mr. Wood
Mr. Lefroy ( Teller.)

Motion negatived.
New itew :
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Me. RANDELL moved that the item
“ cheese” be added to the schedule.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) said
the amount of duty received last year was
£4,170. He hoped the motion would unot be
aupported.

Question put, and division taken, with Lhe
following resalt :—

Ayes ...
Noes ...

al&o

Majority againet

AYES,
Mr. George
Mr. lllingworth

Noks,
Nr. Burt
Bir Julin Forrest

Mr. Keep Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Moran Mr. Harper
Mr. Randell Mr. Hassell

Me. R. F. Sholl
Mr. H. W. Shell
Me. Simpson

Mvr. Leake {Teller.)

Mr. Lefroy

Mr. Loton

Mr. Marmion

Mr. I'iesse

Mr Richardson

Sir J. (. Lee-Steere
My, ‘Throssell

Mr. Veun

Mr. Wood

Mr. Clarkson (Tefler.)

Motion pegatived.

New item :

Mg, RANDELL said that, as the Govern-
wment were determined to resist nny additions
to the freo list, be intended only to pronose
one more item, und it was one on which he
felt very strongly, on which some hon. meom-
bers upon the sawe side felt very strongly, and
on which the populationin townsfelt strongly,
He moved that the itern ‘“horned cattle and
sheep for slaughter” be added to the
schedule.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said there was
evidently a desire o have protective
duties in this colony, and the only
protection which the pasiorsl interests in the
North had got, was the duty on imported live
stock und the duty on tinned ment. As hon.
wembers generully were not prepared to do
nway with the duties on flour, chaff, und other
articles which were necessaries in the North,
and could not be ruised locally, he was not
prepared to vote for the abolition of the only
duties on importe which were prodiced iu the
North, He was going to vote, therefore, for
protection aguinst the abolition of the duty
on imported live stock.

Me. RANDELL said he might expluin that
he was perfectly in secord with the hon,
member’s contention, except that he (DMr.
Randell) would have liked to reduce these
duties in uinount, instead of removing them to
the free list; but the forms of the House
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precluded him from moving to reduce any
duty in o schedule that was not before the
committee, As there was now only the free
list before the committce, he could nol deal
with any ad valorem or specific duties, except
Ly moving to transfer purticular articles to the
free list. He would like tosee the duty on flour
reduced to £1 a ton, und the duties on chaff,
loan, and poltard also reduced. He felt it
was imperative on him, in the inlerest of the
rongumers in towns, to propose the abolition
of the duty on imported live atocl, this heinyg
the enly form in which he could wove at
present.

Queslion put und division taken, with the
tollowing result:—

Ayes... .. 8
Noes... . 15
Majority agaipst ...
AVES, Nogs.
Mr. George Mr. Burt
My, Hlingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr. James Sir John Forrest
Mr, Leake Mr. A. Forrest
My, Moran Mr. Harper
My, Randell Mr. Hassell
Mr, Wood Mr. Lefroy
Mr, Simpson (Teller.) Mr. Loton

Mr. Piesse

Mr. Richardson

Mr. R. F. Sholl

Mr. H. W.Sholl

Sir.J. G. Lee Steere
Mr. Veun

Mr. Throsscll (Teffer).

Moticn negatived.

New item :

Me. JAMES moved Lkat the itemn ‘‘cocon
nibs ” be adied to the schedule. He said the
amount; received from this duty was not much,
and by admitting this article free as u raw
waterial, & local industry for the manufacture
of cocon wmight be stimuluted. He believed
such an industry would he started, with this
cneourngemant,

'ng PREMIER (Houn. Sic J. Forrest) said
the Government would not object to fhe
motion.

Question putand passed, and the item ndded
to the schedule.

New item :
Mg, GEORGE moved that the item
“churns” be uadded to the schedule.

Question put and negatived.

New ibtem:

Mk, JAMES said two or three small items
which were not covered specificaily by the
present Tariff Act, were used as raw materials
iu the mamufacture of soup and candles. The
c utice n these articles did not realise much,
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but the articles were somewhat important
in the expense of working a comparatively
small industry, which he hoped to see extended
in this colony. Candle casing wrappers now
came in under the definition of * cardboned,”
and subject to duby. Another article reguired
in this industry was soft wood for the wmaking
of candle and soap boxes, and there being no
local wood euitable, the duty on imported
wood was a charge on the industry.

Tue PreMiEr
charged only 5 per cent.

[ASSEMBLY.]

gaid deal in balk was |

Mp. JAMES said the amouat was small, but

it would be o help to this industry if sofs

wood for these purposes were admitted free. |

Another raw material required in this industry
was candle wick. He moved, in the firat in.
atance, that the item “candle wick” be added
to the schedule.

items mentioned, as being raw materials, which
should be admitted free. [t was o argument
that because such an item nppeared small, it
was not important to a struggling loenl in-
duestry. Persons engnged in soup and candle
making had not asked for a boous, and they
should have the help which was now proposed.
He knew that in Victoria the class of candles
which were being exported to Western Aus-
tralin at ¢d. a pound, under the bonus system,
ware 0ld in Victorin to storekeepers at 6d. a
pound, On a small matter like that in the
motion, the Government might reasonably
give up the amount of revenue, and help a
local industry.

Mr. CLARKSON said the Committee had
heard quite enough about candle wicks. All
the concessions which that side of the House
intended to make had been made.

Question put and negatived.

Mr. JAMES said he had intended to move on

Point of Order.

petent for the proposed ncw clause to be put.
If it could be put, in accordance with the
Standing Orders, the better course would be,
ut that lute hour, to ndjourn apd have the
discussion at another sitting.

Mg. LEAKE moved that the following be
added to the Bill as nnew clanse:—* 'L'hat the
Fourth Schedule to the *'l'aviff Act, 1893, is
hereby amended by etriking out the words
*156 per cent.,” in the fourth line thercof, and
inserting in lien thercof the words, 10 per
cent.’ ”

Tur PREMIER (Flon. Sir J. Forrest) said
this proposal would reduce the revenue by
about £15,000. The amount received last
year was not so much as might be expected
for the present year,

Tug CHAIRMAN, roferring to the peint of

" order, said: Hon. wmembers will please motice
Mg. GEQRGE supported this, and the other -

. subject.

the other items already suggested, but after -
the utterance just made from a back bench,

which hetook to be a sort of Ministerial utter-
ance, he would not move further.

Schedulo s awended, agreed to,

New clauso :

Mr. LEAKE said he had given notice of hia
intention to propese the addition of a new

ad valorem duty frowm 15 to 10 per cent.

POINT OF ORDER.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) rose to a point of order,and asked for the
Chairman’s ruling a8 to whether it vias com-

that the Bill committed to us is one for repeal-
ing certain duties. There is nothing about
reducing ; the Bill is simply oue for repenling.
Before I can put this proposed new clanee to
the committee, I apprehend it will bhe
necessury for an inrtruction to come from the
House to the committee to that effect, because
this motion, if carried, would lead to the
alteration of the title of the Bill ; and, as far
as I understand the matter, it is entirely
foreign to the poiociple of the Bill, which is
one of absolute repeal. We can only consider
the proposal in committee on receiving
inatructions from the House to that effect.

Mg LEAKE: I wish to question your ruling,
Hir, and to take the Speaker's ruling on the
I understood the Speaker to say that
when a Bill had been read a second time, it
was not neeeseary for a recommendation fromn
His Excellency to come down, before an
additicn could be made to it such as I now
propose.

[Objection in writing handed in,]

The Speaker resumed the chair.

Tue CHAIRMAN stated the point of
order as follows:—According to Standing
Order 142 (Order read), I have ruled

* that the hon. member for Albany cannot pro-

pose this motion, becanse its object is to reduce,

. . , whereas the Bill committed to our considera-
clause, with the object of reducing the general -

tion isone for the absolute repeal of certain
duties. The hon. member has objected to wy
ruling.

'ne SPEAKER: 1 am certainly of opinion
that the ruoling of the Chairman of Com-
mittees is right. No amendment can be made
in Committee adverse to the principle of a



Point of Order.

Bill agreed on by the Houge upon the second
reading ; and there is no doubt the principle
of this Bill is to repeal the duty om certain
articles in the Tariff Act of 1893. I think the
hon. nwanber for Albany, in his remarks, has
misquoted what [ had ssid previously, in
stating that I said a proposed addition
to the Bill need not come down as n recom-
mendation from Hiz Excellency the Governor.
What 1 did say was that this House could
deal with this Bill exactly as it could deal
with any Bill which did not require a recom-
mendation from the Governor.
The Speaker left the chair.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tue CHATRMAN said another proposed new
Clause had been placed in his hand, to which
the same ruling wuid apply.

Mr. LEAKE asked whether the sume object-
tion would hold good against u proposel to
reduce the tobacco duties.

Tue CHAIRMAN : Yes,

Preamble:

Agreed to.

Title :

Mr. LEAKE asked whether it was compe-
tent to alter the title.

Tue CHATRMAN said that, ws the substance
of the Bill had not been altered, the title
could not be altered without an instruction
from the House to the Committee heing firat
obtained.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.22 o’clock, p.m.
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¥ egislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 30th July, 1895,
Municipal Sustitniions Bill : thivd reading— Deposit-
iny Ntoue, ele., in River at Rocky Buy: Leyis-
tative Council’s HMessage; tncontmitlee— Nedical
Aet Amendmeent Bill:  sccond reading—Select
Cominitlees: cxlension of powers — Fevtilisers
and Feeding Stufls Bill: second reading—Free
Use of Teleygraphs by Membhera of Parlicment
Notice af Motion discharged—ddjonrninent.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock p.n. )
PRrAYERS.

MUNICIPAL INSTITULTIONS BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill reud o third thne and iransmitted to
tho Legislative Council.

DEPOSITING OF STONE, &c.,
AT ROCKY BAY.
LEGIBLATIVE COUNCIL’S MESSAGE.

1IN COMMITTEE,

IN RIVER

Consideration of Me. lLLINGWORTH'S motion
—nauwely, that the resolution of the Legislative
Council, contained in ifs Message No. 1, be
referred to a Solect Committee—wns re-
sumed.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn} suid that; since this mabter
was under discussion in the previous week he
had laid on the table a drawing made to seale,
which had been preparsd for the information
of hon. members, showing exactly the position
of the guarry Face at Rocky Bay, wnd the
amount of cneroachment alrendy made Ly the
tide. Thuse hon. members who had lutely
vigited the works, or bad exawmined the draw-
ing, wounld see how very small was the amount
of encroachment as compared with theoriginal
water ling, and how littlo cause there was for
alarm at present. The yellow line on the
drawing showed the poesible amount of
encreachment which might be expected
when the two moles in course of con-
struction were vompleted; and even if the
water line should reach the yellow wark

. as shown on the drawing, the encroachment

would still bear such a small proportivn to the
whole of the river space uvailable for naviga-
tion as not to exvite any fear of inconvenience
resulting to the river truffic. Outside the
question ot immediate traflic on the river



